
Pittsburgh Center for Evolutionary Biology and Medicine Catalyst Program 
 
A. Purpose 
 
The Catalyst Program provides funding to trainees at the University of Pittsburgh to perform 
research at the interface of evolutionary biology and medicine. Proposals must include an 
outreach component with the goal of increasing public awareness of the impact of evolutionary 
biology on medical research. The grant provides up to $10,000 over one year for salary and/or 
supplies.  
 
B. Deadline and Award Timing 
 
Proposals must be submitted as one PDF (see below) by 5pm (EST) on February 15, 2019 to 
cebam@pitt.edu. The award may begin as early as May 1, 2019. 
 
C. Requirements and Restrictions 
 

1. Eligibility 
 
At the time of activation of this award, the applicant must be a trainee (PhD student, 
postdoctoral associate, or postdoctoral scholar) within the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine. If the awardee leaves the University of Pittsburgh during the award 
year, any remaining funds are understood to be forfeited. 
 

2. Previous or Current Funding Allowed 
 
The proposed research may be a new project or one that is currently underway. There is 
no limit to the total amount of grant funding that the applicant may hold at the time of 
submission. 
 

3. Number of Applications and Grants Awarded 
 
The Pittsburgh Center for Evolutionary Biology and Medicine will fund one to three 
grant(s) per funding cycle. 

 
4. Application Components and Page Requirements 

 
a. Cover page (one page, provided in application file) 
b. Project Information (one page, provided in application file) 
c. Table of Contents (one page, provided in application file) 
d. Applicant’s NIH-style biosketch (up to 3 pages) 
e. Summary of Research Project (1 page, no more than 200 words) 
f. Research Proposal (2 pages, including any figures or tables) 

Research proposal must have the following sections titled and ordered as below: 
Background/Preliminary Work 
Proposed Research Strategy 
Proposed Outreach Strategy (0.5 pages minimum) 
References (not included in 2-page limit) 

 
5. Document Formatting  

 



The Summary of Research Project and Research Proposal must conform to the 
following guidelines: 
 
 Page size: Letter (8.5 inches x 11 inches) 
 Margins: 1 inch, all around 
 Font in main text: Arial (11pt) or Helvetica (11pt). 
 Font in figure legends and tables: Arial (9pt or larger) or Helvetica (9pt or larger) 
 Text in figures must be legible when printed. 
  

D. Review of Applications: 
 
All applications will be evaluated by a peer-review body at the Pittsburgh Center for 
Evolutionary Biology and Medicine. Applications will not be considered unless they contain all 
the information requested in section C. The relationship of the proposed project to the mission 
statement of the Pittsburgh Center for Evolutionary Biology and Medicine (below) will weigh 
heavily into the funding decision.  
 

“The Mission of the Center is to advance the fields of evolutionary biology and 
medicine by catalyzing research at their interface. The Center serves to cultivate 
educational and scientific collaborations between evolutionary biologists and 
biomedical researchers.” 

 
Applicants will be notified of funding decisions in early April 2019. The Center will not provide 
written critiques of applications. 
 
E. Term and Amount of Awards 
 
The award will provide $10,000 for one year and may be used toward salaries and supplies 
related to the applicant’s proposal. The award will commence on July 1, 2019. The award may 
be renewed for a second year of support. 
 
F. How to Submit an Application 
 
Candidates are strongly encouraged to submit their application as a single PDF file. 
Alternatively, candidates may submit a single Microsoft Word document, which will be converted 
to PDF upon receipt. Submit all applications electronically to cebam@pitt.edu with “Catalyst 
Award Application” in the subject line.  
 
G. Application Deadline 
 
All applications must be submitted before February 15, 2019 at 5:00 pm Eastern Time.  
 
H. Questions or Help 

 
General inquiries can be sent to cebam@pitt.edu   
 
 


